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The colour reactions of violet dyestuffs thus trans-
ferred as spots to filter paper differ somewhat from those
given by the same dyestuffs on sized paper, owing to the
more rapid diffusion of the reagent in the former case.
The influence of any impurities in the dyestuff in the
course of the reaction is much more pronounced in the
tests on non-absorbent paper.
For example, the reactions on p. 128 were obtained
with samples of Methyl Violet and Crystal Violet.
In the tests applied to the filter paper stains, the
differences in the colorations given by Methyl Violet
Extra III. N and 0 were mainly in the brilliance of the
former, and were hardly sufficiently distinctive to
differentiate the two dyestuffs.
The alcoholic extracts from most of the pencils in the
table on p. 129 gave very similar colour reactions to
these.
In the case of the two blue pencil pigments, however,
there was a pronounced difference. The blue Duplex
pencil (No. 1) contained a water-soluble blue aniline
dyestuff, whilst in Faber's blue pencil (No. 11) the
soluble dyestuff, to which it owed its copying properties,
was methyl violet, and its blue colour was due to
Prussian blue.
In applying these reagents to the pigments of pencils
in writing, the course of the colour reactions should be
followed under the microscope. Speaking generally,
they will resemble the reactions of the residues from the
extracts, but will vary in ^their speed and intensity
with the proportion of the dyestuff, whilst the purity
of the colour will be affected by the other constituents
of the pigment.